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Article 1
The Institute of Linguistics of National Chung Cheng University (hereinafter referred to as “the Institute” and “the University,” respectively) has established these regulations in accordance with Articles 10, 11, and 12 of the Study Regulations for Doctoral Students to administer doctoral candidate qualification examinations.
Article 2
The qualification examination consists of two parts: (1) Subject Examination, and (2) Dissertation Prospectus/Proposal and Oral Defense.
Graduate students must pass the Subject Examination before they are eligible to submit a dissertation prospectus.

Article 3
1. Application: Students must submit their application along with official transcripts (showing a minimum grade of 80 in each subject) to the Institute by October 1st for the first semester or March 1st for the second semester. The examination shall be held within three months following the application deadline. In exceptional circumstances and with prior approval from the advisor, a student may submit for the examination in the summer. 
2. Format: Students select two fields for the Subject Examination at the time of application. After receiving the examination questions, candidates must submit their answers within two weeks. Each question in the subject examination must be answered over several pages, with a full and detailed discussion.
3. Conduct: Examinees are permitted to consult any reference materials but are prohibited from engaging in plagiarism or discussing the examination content with any other person.
Article 4

The passing score for each field in the Subject Examination is 70. Students who do not pass a field may apply for a re-examination, limited to a single attempt. The re-examination period remains two weeks. 
Article 5
Students who pass the Subject Examination are required to submit an application for the Review and Oral Defense of their Doctoral Dissertation Prospectus within a one-year period. Such applications must be submitted within the initial two months of the semester, and the examination must be conducted within that same semester.
Article 6

Upon the advisor’s approval, graduate students shall submit their dissertation prospectus to the Dissertation Supervision Committee. The Committee will evaluate the prospectus and relevant background knowledge through an oral examination. 
The dissertation proposal shall include the following components: a clear definition of the research problem to be addressed; a review of relevant literature; the research methodology; potential conclusions; an evaluation of expected outcomes; and a bibliography.

If the proposal fails review, the student may not reapply for thesis proposal review until the following semester. Prior to reapplication, the Committee may require the student to revise the proposal and/or to enroll in additional courses to acquire the necessary background knowledge.
Article 7

The oral examination for the dissertation prospectus generally does not exceed two hours. A score of 70 is required to pass. Those who fail may request one re-examination. 
Article 8

These regulations shall take effect upon approval by the Institute Affairs Meeting and subsequent submission to the Office of Academic Affairs for record. The same procedural requirement shall apply to any amendments thereto.
